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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST

25 (Mon) Candidates’ Night Estabrook Hall, 7- 9 PM
SEPTEMBER

3 (Wed) LWVL Fall Kickoff 13 Depot Square, Lexington  7:00 PM
8 (Mon) LWVL - Board Meeting Learning Ctr., Cary Library 7:30 PM
16 (Tues)  State Primary

OCTOBER

3 (Fri) First Friday Meeting Room, Cary Library 9:30 AM
6 (Mon) LWVL - Board Meeting Meeting Room, Cary Library 7:30 PM
18 (Sat) Fall Conference Worcester Crowne Plaza 9:00AM
NOVEMBER

3 (Mon) LWVL - Board Meeting Meeting Room, Cary Library 7:30 PM
4 (Tues) Presidential Election
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The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan, grasspolitical organization open to all citizerfs o
voting age. Formed in 1920 and dedicated to tmiptes of self government established by the
Constitution of the United States, the League weoksromote political responsibility through infoeah
and active participation of citizens in government.

All members receive the Lexington LeadBletin, which is published nine times during the year,
September through June, with a combined Novembeeiber issue. They also receiMee
Massachusetts Votéiom the LWV of Massachusetts, afilde National Votefrom the LWV of the U.S.

Senior Issues Forum

The Lexington League of Women Voters sponsoredeait® Issues Forum” on April 9, 2008 at Cary
Memorial Library. The forum was attended by moranti60 people, who came to learn about issues
facing seniors and where to go for help in the hgion community. Representatives from the Senior
Services Department, Lexington Police and Fire Btepents, LEXPRESS and Minuteman Senior
Services were among the speakers.

The DVD from this presentation is now availablehet Senior
Center Library.

Please support our Sponsors
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President’s Letter
by Deb Mauger, LWVL President

This is my first letter as President of the League of Women Voters of
Lexington and | look forward to serving on your behalf. Before | express
my appreciation for the efforts of our friends and colleagues,

there are a few important dates to mention:

Wednesday, September 3, 2008, our “fall kickoff”, or membership appreciation
meeting will be held at the Depot in Lexington Center at 7:00 p.m. We are delighted
that Representative Niki Tsongas will be our speaker. Desserts and coffee will be
served.

Tuesday, September 16, 2008 is the State primary. Additional information about our
voter service efforts for this primary is included in this issue of the “Bulletin”.

Now, thanks and recognition are due to many people. First, a sincere thank you to Martha
Crosier Wood for her outstanding leadership as President of the League over the last two
years. Martha was a strong advocate for issues supported by the League. She provided a
thoughtful and informed voice for all of us in her role as President. | am delighted that she
will continue to serve on the Board and provide her valuable insights and expertise. In case
you missed it, Mary Lou Touart wrote a very nice column about Martha in the June 19 edition
of “The Minuteman”.

Second, thanks to Hank Manz, our Selectman, who was our featured speaker at the
League’s annual meeting on June 4. Hank gave a witty and informative speech about many
issues, including reading historical comments from Town Meeting members that resonate
today. Sandy Shaw deserves recognition for organizing the annual meeting and insuring its
success. Special thanks as well to Betsey Weiss for very generously offering her home as
the site of the meeting.

Third, congratulations to Joyce Miller. The Selectmen recently voted to name conservation
land, off of Spencer Street, in her honor in recognition of her outstanding service as Chair of
the Conservation Commission. In addition to being recognized at Town Meeting, a
ceremony was held for her on June 26 at the newly named conservation area.

Fourth, thank you to our new and continuing Board members. | am looking forward to
working with such an impressive group of people.

Finally, thanks to you, our members, who are the lifeblood of the
League. You should have received our membership renewal

request in the mail. As always, we are interested in what our
membership thinks about community issues and what the League
should be doing on your behalf. Please do not hesitate to contact

me or any member of the Board to let us know your opinions or ideas.
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League of Women Voters of Lexington
Fall Kickoff

Wednesday, September 3, 2008, 7:00 p.m.
Lexington Depot, 13 Depot Square, Lexington Center

Speaker, Congresswoman Niki Tsongas
5" Congressional District

Niki Tsongas represents the Fifth Congressional Dis  trict of Massachusetts which
includes the old industrial cities of Haverhill, Me thuen, Lawrence and Lowell in the
Merrimack Valley as well as the Boston suburbs of C ~ oncord, Acton, Wayland and
Sudbury. She is the first woman from Massachusetts elected to the U.S. Congress in
twenty-five years. Congresswoman Tsongas serves on the House Armed Services
Committee and the Budget Committee.

All Welcome — Open to the Public
Coffee and dessert will be served
Parking is available
For information, see our web site: http://lwvlexington.org/ Or call us at: 781-861-0123

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA. pg. 5 August September 2008




How to Get Involved

We are looking forward to another productive yedghwoth new and old Board portfolios and
members. The below portfolio chairs will welcomercoittee members to assist them. Many
committee meetings will actually be virtual sessioia email, making it easy to be involved.
Additional portfolios may be added as issues fd¥720008 arise.

If any of these committees interest you, pleas¢ambnhe designated chair to get involved.

League of Women Voters Lexington
Board Members

2008-2009
Name Portfolio Phone E-mail
Nancy Adler “Conversations...” 781-861-6069 janamba@verizon.net
Peg Bradley V.P., Voters Service 781-862-0581 MAARMADILLO@aol.com

Barbara Ciampa

Pat Costello

Margaret Counts-Klebe

Jinx Crouch
Marjorie Daggett
Ingrid Klimoff
Wendy Manz
Deb Mauger
Setha Olson

Judy Otto
Gretchen Reisig
Jessie Steigerwald
Mary Ann Stewart
Melodee Wagen
Betsey Weiss

Martha Wood

Aging Issues

Print Media

“First Fridays”
Secretary

V.P., Observer Corps
Environmental Issues
Membership
President

Treasurer

Bulletin

Webmaster
Education

Lex Media

V.P., Budget/Finance
Housing Issues

Health

781-861-8433

781-862-6435

781-862-4933

781-652-0604

781-862-1651

781-862-1112

781-863-1733

781-861-7697

781-862-3096

781-538-5674

781-652-8169

781-254-2525

781-862-2178

781-861-8285

781-863-5602

781-862-0645

pvcdbc@aol.com

patcostello@rcn.com

margck@yahoo.com

jinxcrouch@yahoo.com

mmdaggett@verizon.net

iklimoff@rcn.com

wendy manz@yahoo.com

debmauger@aol.com

s.g.olson@verizon.net

otto.judy@gmail.com

greisig@verizon.net

jess@shininghours.com

MaryAnn@redoniondesign.com

mwagen@rcn.com

betseyweiss@hotmail.com

marthawood@rcn.com
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Candidates' Night

The League of Women Voters of Lexington has a scheduled a Candidates’ Night for August

25 at Estabrook Hall, 7-9 PM. Refreshments will be served.
Come to meet and question the panel of candidates

Volunteers Needed

Call Peg Bradley at 781- 862-0281

Office
Senator in Congress

Representative in
Congress, 7th District

Councilor, 7th District
Senator in General
Court, 3rd Middlesex

Senator in General
Court, 4th Middlesex

Representative in
General Court, 9th
Middlesex District

Representative in
General Court, 15th
Middlesex District

Registrar of Probate
Middlesex County

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA

Democratic
John F. Kerry
Edward J. O'Reilly

Edward J. Markey

Thomas J. Foley

Susan C. Fargo

Kenneth J. Donnelley

John W. Hurd

Thomas M. Stanley

Jay R. Kaufman

John R. Buonomo

pg. 7

Republican
Jeffrey K. Beatty

John
Cunningham

No nominations
Sandra B.
Martinez

No nominations

No nominations

No nominations

No nominations

August September
2008
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Ride to Polls (‘ \c
P

If you or anyone you know needs a ride to the polls
for the September 1&lection, please call 781-862-6498.

To volunteer to drive people to the polls, please call 781-862-6498 and say that you will be a Volunteer Driver.

The Bulletin is Going Green!
by Deb Mauger, LWVL President and
Judy Otto, BulletinEditor

Please support our efforts to reduce the high envinmental costs of a mailed paper bulletin .

The October 2008 Bulletiwill have two editions (same content but differdativery): one printed on
paper and sent through the mail as in the pastpaadligital that will be sent via email. If weviea
your email address we have emailed you the Bulldtyou have recently acquired an email address,
please let us know so that you can join our grestnHor at least six months we will send members
these two forms of the Bulletiwhile soliciting feedback.

Why are we making this change? There are sevemabns:

1. The high environmental costs of using ink, pape
transportation and production.

2. Increasing postage costs.

3. Member requests for electronic distribution.

4. New technology that allows us to more easilyritiiste the \
Bulletin via email.

5. Timely arrival without dependence on bulk mail.

6. Access to more information using new links ie Bulletin

In the long run, we hope everyone will receive Bdletin by email. But for now, we know some of
our members do not have email capability. We casisaghose members with information on
computerless email or help them get free emdilaf/thave access to a computer. Please ask.

The email Bulletirhas inspired some experimental design changel see'in this Bulletinalthough
they will appear in color only by email PDF fileo¥'ll also notice relevant links that can be adiha
when receiving the email Bulletinlt’'s also obvious that we need to replace ouwrbBofted Bulletin
with a publishing program...stay tuned. Bulletinslwaiso be available on our website:
www.lwvlexington.org

We welcome your feedback and ideas for distribytilegign and content at 781-861-7697 or
debmauger@aol.com (Deb Mauger) or to.judy@gmail.com
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PHONOTHON

Please watch your email for the announcements of the dates and

locations for the upcoming Massachusetts League of Women Voters of

Massachusetts Phonothon. We need you! If you would like to volunteer, please call Melodee
Wagen at 617-686-6086 or mwagen@rcn.com

\\é@ Annual Report of the Treasurer
e S8 b
y Setha G. Olson, Treasurer

QT

- In FY2007-2008 the League of Women Voters of Lgiom ran a
deficit. Totals are:

Budgeted Actual
Income $15,600.00 $53,38
Expenditures  $15,600.00 $15,803
Deficit $2,145.66

While our expenditures are close to the budgeteabam our income is about $2000 lower than
budgeted. The pattern for the past 7 years hastoemeet or come close to the budgeted income and
spend less than budgeted. Two large expenditucegbt the expenditures up. We purchased the
Vote Today banner for the town, which had not begsgeted and should be considered to come from
the reserves. The second is LWV National Conventilb was on the west coast and airfares are up.
It is our policy to send two delegates and to &1 000 every year. This year both delegates
submitted their bills in this fiscal year and tléat was about $2600.
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Water Conservation

Why should the League of Women Voters of Lexingderconcerned about water

conservation? We seem to have an endless supphg say too much with our
abundance of wetlands and recent downpours. Beggieg water costs to the individual and town,
we’re becoming more and more aware of impendingaises caused by global warming.

“Congressional testimony July 10 said that globatming is likely to increase pressure on existing
water resources and cause extreme events sudaods #ind droughts, as well as a rise in sea-levels.
During the congressional committee hearing, Hedflumiey, senior research associate at the Pacific
Institute, described what to expect and how pati@kers and the public can reduce risks from
myriad climate impacts on water.”
http://www.circleofblue.org/waternews/world/northaarica/global-warming-to-increase-
unpredictable-weather-pacific-institutes-heatheonsley-testifies-before-congress/#more-618

For this 2008-09 Action Priority, The League of WamVoters, Lexington will:
1. Provide information relating to water use via tR&WVL Bulletin and web site,
Conversations programs, and other means.
2. Encourage local efforts to reduce the use of water
3. Encourage local efforts to reduce the use of botdeer

Think globally, go to our websitéttp://lwvlexington.org/read the PDFE WATERand act locally.
Send in wayyou save water and we'll publish them in the Bullettarting next month.
otto.judy@gmail.com

New President
by Martha Crosier Wood, former LWVL President

N\
— ’
-3

Deb Mauger brings a government. She would also like to see a LWV
wealth of talent to the presidency of the on-line youth presence.
Lexington League of Women Voters for the
next two years — not the least of which is Now retired, she commented that when she was
enthusiasm and thoughtful concern. Her working she didn’t have time to research town
personal goals for the League include more issues and sought for trustworthy convenient

involvement with youth; thus she is pleased that places to get information. She would like to see
a new study on youth issues was voted in at the the League’s website to be that place — a one-
Annual Meeting. But she also hopes to revive stop center on Town issues.

Mock Town Meeting, a program to teach

elementary students about our form of Continued on page 12
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Cont’'d from page 11

She also hopes to see more joint
projects/program and/or coalitions with
organizations that share the League’s interest
and goals on some issues.

“l also want the League to be a place of ‘guilt
free’ membership. If someone can contribute an
hour or two a year, such as helping out on
Candidates’ Night, that would be terrific. If

they have the time and interest, they could join
the Observer Corps. But we also encourage
people to join and only read the Bulletin or
attend First Friday,” she said.

Deb and her husband Stew Kennedy moved to
Lexington in 1986. Deb joined the League just
over 10 years ago because she wanted to be
involved in the community in a constructive and
non-partisan way. “I've always been impressed
with what the League has done,” she
commented.

Currently she is a volunteer at Cary Memorial
Library, especially with the Foundation, and
with the Minuteman Bikeway. She also
volunteers for environmental clean-up efforts

FALL CONFERENCE

Saturday, October 18, 2008
Crowne Plaza, Worcester
Keynote Speaker:

Lt. Governor Tim Murray

and is a former Conservation Steward
responsible for Parker Meadow.

Deb grew up in the Chicago area and majored in
psychology at the University of Illinois. She
moved to Boston shortly after graduation and
found a job in administration at the Harvard
Business School where she moved up through
the ranks eventually become the chief financial
officer. “It was a great career. |learned so
much,” she says. She spent 18 years there
before moving to the Family Office of Mitch
Kapor, the founder of Lotus where she managed
both his personal and business affairs.

But Deb has always had a love for animals and
her next move was to manage a Woburn animal
hospital retiring permanently in 2005. “I loved
every job | ever had,” Deb states.

Deb loves to read, listen to music, cook, do
crossword puzzles, garden, go to plays and do
needlework. She has three step daughters, two
in California and one in Brooklyn, and two
grandchildren, ages 10 and six.

We are honored to have her as our president!

In Memoriam: Marian Reilly

Margaret Coppe has informed us that Marian Reilly, former LWVL member and Town Meeting member, passed
away on July 18. Marian was a long time and active member of the Lexington League and served for many
years on the Board. She was always very generous with her time and home. She and her husband left
Lexington in the early 90's to live in Sandwich. Plans for a memorial service were not yet known at the time this

Bulletin was printed.
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Leagueof Women Voters of the United States

(LWVUS) 2008 Convention
by Deb Mauger, LWVL President

It was a privilege to serve as a delegate, alonlg Reg Bradley at the July
LWVUS biennial convention in Portland, OR. Heraigeport of the
convention. Additional information can be foundts LWVUS web site:
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Coun@hd_Convention

Addresses

“The Unfinished Business of the Baby Boom Generatip Health Care for the 21
Century,” the Honorable John Kitzhaber, Governor of Oreg&9412002.

Governor Kitzhaber gave the best speech | havalradaout the problems of health care in the
United States. As a former emergency room physj¢lee Governor has direct experience in
providing health care. Thirty-percent of the catrd.S. population is “baby boomers”. Unlike
the member of our parents’ generation, “the greé@geseration”, who fought in World War I,

who established the interstate highway systemwdralestablished social security and Medicare,
the baby boomers are leaving a legacy of natioelt dstimated at $9.2 trillion. The crisis is not
in Social Security, but in Medicare, which accouiors$6.7 trillion in estimated debt. The “baby
boomers” need to solve the health care crisishferfaiture.

For the 47 million uninsured Americans, the onlgalkie care available is through emergency room
visits. Hospitals are required to treat people wat®ill, and the costs for the uninsured are ghsse
on in the form of higher costs for all servicehe$e service costs are borne by the currently
insured either in the form of higher personal exggsor greater employer insurance expense. The
cycle repeats itself leading, to increasing expense

He said we need to stop talking about the finanoingealth care and focus on the delivery of care
in order to address both the cost and universarage issues. He provided the following
statistics:
1% of the population accounts for 35% of healtte @sts
10% of the population accounts for 70% of healtle casts
70-80% of health care expenditures are spent mnahillnesses
The problems with what we deliver for health car@ude:
o0 The system is not designed to prevent illness aragea chronic cases.
o Doctors do not practice as teams, so they canfaittefely treat chronic cases.

Why can’t we change the current system to providearsal coverage and better delivery of
services for prevention and management of chraases? In his view, all the current stakeholders
are to blame: the currently insured do not wanbse their benefits; many doctors do not want to
change their current delivery of service; insuraom@panies do not want to move to a single
payer system; employees at insurance companiestdeamt to lose their jobs; and the list goes
on. In his view, we have to recognize the losseshe current stakeholders and realize it will
take up to ten years and public investment to chding system.
http://www.wecandobetter.org/what-we-seek-to-do

Continued on page 14

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA. pg. 13 August September 2008



Cont'd from page 13

Climate Change Panel Professor V. Ramanathan, Scripps Institution efé@hography; and
Heather Kaplan, Oxfam America

Professor Ramanathan gave a sobering lecture aithent state of global climate change. He
described the earth’s atmosphere as a thin laieralblanket, that has been thickened by the
addition of tons of pollutants (both particulategiycan see and gases that you cannot see). We
have already experienced a 4.5 degree Fahrenhestase in average temperature. Some of this
warming has been masked by the soot, or particoiatéer, in the atmosphere, which absorbs
some of the heat of the sun. In fact, parts ofglbbe have seen a dimming of sunlight due to the
level of particulate matter. The problem is thed particulate matter has a ten day life span while
the gases (e.qg., carbon dioxide) have life spamsinfireds of years. The United States in
particular, along with Europe, have been respoadin most of the pollution that is currently
causing this warming. But, in the near futureyilt be India and Asia that contribute most to the
problem. Professor Ramanathan is working on a&ptadp change cooking methods in rural India
to reduce both particulate and carbon dioxide pioltu

Heather Kaplan, senior Policy Advisor on Climatea@ge, Oxfam America, calls global

warming a social justice issue that most directlgds those people who have made the least
contribution to the problem. Storms, drought, atiter weather-related disasters results in 97% of
deaths due to natural disasters occurring in theldping world. Oxfam is working on programs to
help people in the developing world to have bettaress to weather forecasting; to understand best
practices in agriculture under new climate condgicand aiding as best they can the refugees from
climate disasters.

Women as Political Leaders-Our History and Experieces the Honorable Barbara Roberts,
First Woman Governor of Oregon, 1991-1995

Governor Roberts started out in the political psscgue to her interest in handicapped children
since she was caring for an autistic son. Sheespbkut the many challenges women have in
running for office. She advises women to staté tredentials first before answering questions.
Even though women may have “added baggage” in ngniorr office, she encouraged more
women to get out and try.

National Program Additions
- The delegates approved the LWVUS recommendatiaadpt a Health Care program to

educate members and communiiresrder to be better prepared to do health cdve@acy as
needed.”
The delegates approved the adoption of a Multitledecation and advocacy campaign to
promote solutions to global climate changhis campaign was proposed by several local
Leagues, including Lexington, as well as some Statgyues. The Lexington submission for
this program proposal was quoted on the floor efdbnvention.
The delegates approved the adoption of a studyatethe advisability of using the National
Popular Vote compact among the states as a metihadefcting the President

Continued on page 15

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA. pg. 14 August September 2008



Cont’'d from page 14
This study was proposed by the LWV of Saratoga @ousew York. The National Popular
Vote is a process in which states can circumventdlectoral College in an attempt to have
direct elections of the president.
http://www.commoncause.org/site/pp.asp?c=dkLNK1MQE&H=3911939

All other current LWVUS positions in the areas aResentative Government, International
Relations, Natural Resources and Social Palieye voted to be retained.

Per Member Payment (PMP) Increases and LWVUS Budget

Currently, local Leagues are required to pay thelW8 a PMP of $26.80. The LWVS proposed,
and the delegates approved, an increase of théor&28.00 for 2008-09 and $29.20 for 2009-10.
The LWVUS budget was approved. The LWVUS operatea budget of about

$5,000,000. As with most non-profits, there igmsion between the amounts spent for program
purposes versus the amount spent for fundraising.

Other Procedural Issues

How the LWVUS works with the local and state Leaggbas always been a complex issue. Since
the League is a grassroots organization, many loeagjues would like more influence on

virtually all aspects of the League’s work. Thatstand national Leagues have an interest in
maintaining consistency in advocacy and presergingified voice. These tensions played out in
various discussions concerning League by-laws,guhaes, and program issues. Nearly all the
local League proposed by-laws or amendments faill&lVUS by-law changes were all
approved. The delegates did approve a local Lepmpmosal that requires the LWVUS to create
a procedure for discussion at Council 2009 forla change for Convention 2010 that would
create a uniform, streamlined procedure to allowidoal Leagues to submit by-law and program
proposals. Also, the delegates approved a resalthiat would require the LWVUS to redesign
its fundraising requests so that they will “notrbessconstrued as membership recruitment or dues
notices.” Additionally, the by-laws were amendediliow for the LWVUS board to hold special
meetings by telephone conference call, video cenf@gng or e-mail; to allow state Members-at-
Large groups with 100 voting members to have agdédeat convention; to reduce the number of
members on the nominating committee; to allow t#US board to call a special council
meeting with 30 day notice; and allow the LWVUS fabto propose a concurrence for adoption
or amendment.

New Member
by Martha Crosier Wood, Board, LWVL

Marilyn Fenollosa, the League’s newest Preservation Committee (she serves as vice
member, is a lawyer focused on historic chair) and is an alternate to the Lexington
preservation. That is fortunate for Lexington as  Historic Districts Commission. Two years ago
she serves on the Lexington Historical

Commission, the Lexington Community Continued on page 16
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Cont'd from page 15

she was elected to Town Meeting from Precinct
5, running because she wanted to be part of the
decision making on issues, especially those
recommended by the committees she serves on.
She is a preservation attorney and consultant in
private practice.

She joined the League because as she came
more and more engaged in the town and Town
government, she saw the benefits of being a
member of an organization engaged in issues
she was interested in. For several years she has
attended First Fridays and learned much both
from the speakers and from the audience since
the events draw a knowledgeable and
sophisticated audience. She also finds the
League offers an excellent opportunity to
network with people she otherwise wouldn't.
And one of her close friends has been prodding
her to join the League for some time!

Marilyn grew up in Evanston, lllinois, just
outside of Chicago. She majored in Latin
American Studies at Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio and then took an MBA at
Thunderbird Graduate School of International
Management in Arizona. Thunderbird appealed
to her because it offers business skills in
combination with language and cultural skills
needed to be most effective internationally.
Thunderbird was also where she met her
husband, Michael.

Her first job was as a Latin American loan
officer with Wells Fargo in San Francisco. But

she became restless and started law school in the

evenings. Michael, also a banker, took a
transfer to New York City and Marilyn
completed her law degree at New York
University where she was editor of its Law
Review. She then joined a New York law firm.
Again Michael took a transfer, this time to

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA.

Boston. (He grew up in Belmont and he wanted
to move back to his home area.) The couple
moved to Lexington 25 years ago. Marilyn was
an attorney for the Bank of Boston for 15 years
— but on the side, restless once more; she began
taking courses in historic preservation at Boston
University. Eventually her advisor pointed out
she had taken so many classes she almost had
her master’s. She now holds a Master of Art in
Preservation Studies.

Her next career move was as the community
preservation program manager for Historic
Massachusetts, Inc., now known as Preservation
Massachusetts. From there she moved to the
Boston-based northeast office of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation. While there she
chaired the Massachusetts Preservation
Coalition’s subcommittee on Boston churches
and was the principle author of the group’s
publicationPreserving Historic Religious
Properties; A Toolkit for Congregations and
Community Leaders.

Today she advises Preservation Massachusetts,
the BU Historic Preservation program and the
Massachusetts Community Preservation
Committee. “Everything | do | do because | love
it. Historic preservation is so important because
it grounds us. Old buildings have a soul and you
can feel the stories in their walls. There are so
many stories to tell. Somebody has to protect
these buildings,” she says.

The couple has one son, Tom, a junior at Reed
College, Portland, Oregon. (Tom, like his dad,
is a graduate of Belmont Hill School.

Cricket's Flowers

Neighbor to Neighbor is designed to continuously give
something back to the local group of your choice. When a
customer places an order we will donate
$ 5.00 to the nonprofit organization they designate.
Our neighbor to neighbor program works whether you are
sending flowers across town or around the world.
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Observer Corps ‘ 2
By Marge Daggett ’
N (¢

A year and a half ago the LWV Lexington decidedewatalize the
Observer Corps, a program that had not been dctiseveral years. \

Members of the Observer Corps volunteer to atteredar more meetings of @

one of the Town Boards and to write a summary efrtteeting for the League’s

newsletter. Getting reports of Board activitiepasticularly important since details of these magi
are not well covered in the Lexingttinuteman.

The boards we hope to cover are: the Board of 8eét(meeting alternate Mondays), the School
Committee, the Planning Board (meeting Wednesdays) the Conservation Commission (meeting
Tuesdays). If resources permit, we will coverlthstoric District Commission (meeting Thursdays),
and the Board of Appeals (meeting Thursdays).

A large corps of volunteers who attend meetingslegty, or even occasionally, will be extremely
valuable in keeping all LWV members updated onllafi@irs. Please try to volunteer for as many
meetings as are possible for ytiuyou can volunteer for only one meeting a monthyou will

make a tremendous difference. In addition you willearn much of value about the workings of
our town government that you can pass along to othe

Please contact Marge Daggett at 781-862-165thmdaggett@verizon.ned become part of this
important effort. If you just happen to be attemdanmeeting of one of these boards, please give
Marge a call and you can be an “observer for a day”

to stop offering such snack food and only offer

School Committee healthy alternatives such as fresh fruit.

by Anne Frymer, Observer

Asst. Supt. Carol Pilarski updated Year Two of
the Mathematics Curriculum Review,
reinforcing that that mathematics is an essential
element of life long learning. Lexington’s

6/16/08 Present: Supt. Paul Ash, SC members elementary students continue to outperform all

Tom Diaz, Helen Cohen, Rod Cole, Margaret other Massachusetts students on the Math
Coppe ’ ' ’ MCAS, so the elementary teachers will continue

to use the proven “Everyday Math” curriculum

Under public comment, parent representative for the foreseeable future.
Leora Tec read a letter from dietitian Liz White

expressing Ms. White’s concerns over junk food At the Middle Schools, new Math Intervention
available for lunch at the middle and high Specialists were hired this year to identify, via

schools. One example noted was that for the MCAS scores, struggling students and assist

$3.00 lunch fee, a middle school student could ~ them with math strategies to bolster their

Ms. White would like the vendor, Chartwell’s,

http://ci.lexington.ma.us/schools.htm

Continued on page 18
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additional three or four math sessions each
week.

At the high school, mathematics department

head Gary Simon has developed a coherent and
cohesive assessment curriculum for grades 9-12.

He attempts to balance the two sides of the
“Math Wars,” the conventional vs. the reform
approach.

Ms. Robyn Dowling-Grant reported on English
Language Learners (ELL). This school year
there was an English as a Second Language
(ESL) program in each of Lexington's nine
schools. In the fall of 2006 there were 205 ESL
students in the LPS; in the spring of 2008 there
were 260 such students. Ms. Dowling-Grant
stated that much of the increase was among
Korean students, and that the excellence of the
LPS has been written up in the South Korean

press. One emphasis this year has been to teach

third, fourth and fifth grade ESL students a
basic 50 word math vocabulary to help them do
better on the Math MCAS tests. Parents of ESL
students receive school notices in 12 languages
and the elementary, middle and high school
handbooks are printed in three languages.

The last discussion item was a review and
comment on the Superintendent’s 2007-08

System Goals, by Dr. Ash. Among the dozen or

S0 goals achieved this year were:

(1) three curriculum reviews (PE/Wellness,
Science, Math);

(2) the integration of Department of Public
Works and school maintenance program under
one director, in the newly created Dept. of
Public Facilities;

(3) 1.8 million dollars saved thru the new SPED
programs at the middle and high school levels;
(4) the start of a Full Day Kindergarten program
in Lexington, beginning next September.

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA

Lastly, the school committee elected Helen
Cohen chair by a 4-0 vote, replacing Tom Diaz,
who ended a two year term. Margaret Coppe
was elected vice-chair.

Planning Board
by Judy Otto, Observer

http://ci.lexington.ma.us/Planning/PlanningDept
.htm

Throughout the summer the Planning Board has
kept a consistent schedule of Wednesday
evening meetings, tackling its regular issues of
residential development as well as this year’s
initiative: commercial development in the
Hartwell Ave. area.
http://ci.lexington.ma.us/EconomicDevelopment
[Zoning_Hartwell.pdf

Meeting highlights follow:

6/18/08:Present: Board: Charles Hornig, Greg
Zurlo, Wendy Manz, Richard Canale, Anthony
Galaitsis. Staff: Maryann McCall Taylor, Aaron
Henry, Lori Kaufmann

Attending the public forum on Hartwell Ave.
commercial development were approximately
55 people, including neighbors of this area,
Town Meeting member£o-Chair of the
Economic Development Task Force (EDTF)*
Jean Garberg, chair of the Selectmen Jean
Krieger, Town Manager Carl Valente, and
members of the town'$raffic Mitigation Group.

Mr. Hornig spoke of the Board'’s intention to

create for next spring’s Town Meeting some sort
of zone change for this area, which now includes
32 commercial buildings and 1.8 million sq. ft. of

Continued on page 19
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rental area. The schedule includes another public
forum in the fall and a formal public hearing prior
to Town Meeting. Information will be available on
the Planning Board’s website and email
notifications for Questions, concerns, and
suggestions from the audience included traffic
congestion and noise, bio-safety hazards, the
affect of the possible Cyber Command Center at
Hanscom, and public transportation solutions.

7/9/08: Present: Board: Greg Zurlo, Wendy
Manz, Richard Canale, Anthony Galaitsis. Staff:
Maryann McCall Taylor, Aaron Henry, Lori
Kaufmann

To inform the issue of TDM (Transportation
Demand Management) MAPC**consultant Jim
Gallagher, having arrived via Zip Car, updated
the Board on his agency’s Transportation Tool
Kit. He also gave examples of how other
municipalities within MAPC'’s purview deal

with parking by using shared parking (parking
shared by, e.g. banks and movie theaters), free
parking vs. meters, and minimum and maximum
parking requirements. Mr. Canale, Lexington’s
representative to MAPC, noted that Wood St.
has a daily traffic load of 9,000 cars and
Hartwell Ave, a daily load of 18,000. Chair of
the Selectmen Jean Krieger noted that some of
the traffic on those streets is through traffic
using and alternative to Rt. 128. Lexington may
take advantage of MAPC's offer of three days
of Mr. Gallagher’s consulting time.

On commercial development, the Beal
Company presented its new draft plan for
Ledgemont Three, a third building they hope to
add to their current complex at Spring St., and
Hayden Ave.
http://ci.lexington.ma.us/EconomicDevelopment
[Zoning_Hayden_ 128.pdf

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA

Since much of the LEED*** certifiable, four

floor, 5,000 sq. ft. building and parking garage
underneath is within the 100 ft. buffer zone,
Board members cautioned that the Conservation
Commission would balk at this plan. The Board
requested elevations and visual models to show
the building’s perspectives for neighboring
residences on Munroe and Woodcliff Rds.

*http://ci.lexington.ma.us/EconomicDevelopme
nt/economicdevel.htm

***The Metropolitan Area Planning Council
(MAPC) is a regional planning agency
representind.01 cities and towns in the
metropolitan Boston are&reated by an act of
the Legislature in 1963, it serves as an
independent public body of the Commonwealth
within which state and local officials can
address issues of regional

importance. As one of 14 members of the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
MAPC has oversight responsibility for the
region's federally funded transportation
program.”http://mapc.org/

****The Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building
Rating System™ encourages and accelerates
global adoption of sustainable green building
and development practices through the creation
and implementation of universally understood
and accepted tools and performance criteria.”
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSP

agelD=222

7/16/08:Present: Board: Charles Hornig, Greg
Zurlo, Wendy Manz, Richard Canale. Staff:
Aaron Henry, Lori Kaufmann

Mr. Henry provided the Board with LEED***
building criteria they might consider
Continued on pagel
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WENDY MANZ
ATTORNEY

5 MILITIA DRIVE VOICE: 781 863-1611
Lexington, MA 02421 fax: 781 863-1616
Wendy manz@manzlaw.com
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incorporating into the local building code. Mr.rkuadvocated for an aggressive approach and wgrkin
with the town’s Climate Action Planning Committéé:.. Horning suggested using green practices but
not requiring developers to have their buildinggited, and Ms. Manz suggested tying these cateri
into TDM (Transportation Demand Management). Man@le related to Ms. Manz’s point with the
information that 175 Wyman St., the former Hewkdickard building in Waltham, will have new
restrictions on parking spaces.

Members of the Climate Action Planning Committeeksgpto the apparent contradiction in increasing
development and reducing the town’s carbon footprin

Mr. Zurlo directed the staff to review four aspeatshe LEED requirements (new construction, ertgti
construction, core and shell, and neighborhood Idpweent) for their applicability to Planning Board
goals.

...from the Massachusetts League

http://www.lwvma.org/images/aboutusbigbanner_01.gif

Support Election Day Registration, S.2514

The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts suppbnt Act Relative to Election Day
Registration,” Senate No. 2514. Election Day Regigin (EDR) is an essential reform in
Massachusetts. The right to vote is the foundatfarur democracy, and voting should be as easy and
accessible as possible.

Lead Sponsors: Senator Cynthia Stone Creem and Representativéa@loFox

Background: EDR is working in eight states: Idaho, lowa, MaikBnnesota, Montana, New
Hampshire, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Massachusettdezan and benefit from their experiences.
Currently, Massachusetts has a 20-day registrdtaualline prior to all elections. EDR would give
voters the additional option of registering on Elat Day in national and statewide elections.

The Legislation: This legislation will allow anyigible voter to register and vote in national and
statewide elections at their local polling placeEdection Day. At the time of registration, the
individual must provide proof of identity and resity. Under the legislation, proof of identity and
residency includes, but is not limited to, a Mabks@etts driver’s license or I.D. card or a current
utility bill, bank statement, government check aypheck displaying the voter's name and current
address. Continued on page 22
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The voter must also sign the following oath: “Itdgrthat | am a citizen of the United States; am a
least 18 years old; am not under guardianshiplratise prohibited from voting; am not temporarily
or permanently disqualified by law because of qorpractices in respect to elections; have read and
understand this statement. | further understandgiliang false information is a felony punishable b
not more than five years imprisonment or a fineaf more than $10,000, or both.”

Those portions of “An Act Relative to Election DRggistration” that implement EDR in
Massachusetts for national and statewide elecaomslue to expire on July 1, 2011. As a result,
Massachusetts voters will be able to register and gn Election Day in the November 2008 and
November 2010 elections. Lawmakers are using the ‘&rial period.”

The legislation creates an advisory committeeudysthe implementation of EDR in Massachusetts

for the 2008 and 2011 elections. Among other istiuesdvisory committee may consider are
studying the resources necessary, costs assowdtednd feasibility of providing every polling
location with real-time electronic access to thetia registry of voters. The committee is requited
issue a report of its findings by March 1, 2011.

Additionally, this legislation will change the regiation deadline from 20 days to 14 days before a
general or primary election. This change will nepiee.

Current Status: The EDR bill was amended (the anynamendment was the introduction of the
sunset clause) and then reported favorably bydh Committee on Election Laws on February 25,
2008, and is currently being reviewed by the Seatmmittee on Ways and Means. Should this
Committee also report the bill favorably, it wiktup for a full vote in the Senate. After passmghie
Senate, the bill will undergo the same procesbernHouse of Representatives.

Talking Points:

EDR increases voter participation:

o In 2004, nationwide voter turnout was 60.0%, bUEDR states, the turnout was
73.8%. In 2006, EDR states had a 50.9% averageutirate, compared with only a
41.6% average turnout rate in non-EDR states

o In 2006, 5 of the 7 states with EDR made that yelgst of top 10 voter-turnout states.

Voters benefit from EDR:

o EDR allows students, young adults, and new ressd@note in greater numbers.
These mobile populations often cannot vote becthesewere unaware of registration
deadlines until they had lapsed.

o EDR alleviates the problem of registered votersdpéurned away because of
inaccurate or incomplete voter lists. A 2003 MITh€eh Voting Technology Project
report found that 122,00@gisteredMassachusetts voters did not cast ballots in 2000
due to registration-based problems.

Continued on page 24

League of Women Voters, Lexington, MA. pg. 22 August September 2008



Open: Mon—Fri 7am-—7 pm
Saturday 7 am —5:30 pm




Cont’'d from page 22

Election officials benefit from EDR:

o EDR shifts the administrative burden of processiag voter registrations from the
busy pre-election season to after Election Dayuamtess hectic time for election
officials.

o Election officials in EDR states report that therkvof adding newly-registered voters
to the rolls has been manageable and relativekpiesive.

EDR does not increase voter fraud:

o Multiple independent studies by, among othersBirenan Center for Justice, Demos
and the New Hampshire Attorney General’s Officeinio that voter fraud is as low in
EDR states as it is in non-EDR states.

o There are strict proof of identity and residenayuieements for Election Day
registrants.

LWVMA joins the Coalition for Our Communities in op position to Question #1 Ballot Initiative

to repeal the state income taxLWVMA Fiscal Policy Specialist, June Michaels, issking with

the Coalition on a VOTE NO on QUESTION 1 campaigine income tax question on the ballot this
fall is a reckless proposal that will have severeé anmediate consequences for everyone in the state
The binding referendum will take $12.7 billion —rgal0 percent- out of the state budget, driving up
local property taxes and leading to drastic cutseirvices. For more information visit
www.VoteNoMA.com

...from the LWVUS

http://www.lwv.org

League'sGlobal Democracy ProgranCollaborates with the Council on Foreign RelationgNEW)
The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) is a valaadurce of information and analysis on global
affairs available to nonprofit, civic and communitsganizations through teleconferences, webcasts,
and mailings of relevant CFR publications and Fgprédffairs articles. The quarterlyFR Nonprofit,
Civic, and Community Leaders Bullefeatures new CFR resources and upcoming eventgafio
more, e-maikarguedas@Iwv.org

The League and the Armenian Assembly of America Lauch Project (NEW)
The Armenian Assembly of America and the LeaguesHaunched a project in Armenia that will
provide local NGOs with the skills necessary tocassfully build and maintain coalitions.

Discover the New Russia Update (NEWYavel with the League to Russia May 11-22, 2009 an
discover the New Russia! We're seeking 10-15 Leagembers who want to travel to Russia as part
of the League's Global Democracy Program. Thewolispend 3 days in Moscow, 5 days in a
private home and 3 days in St. Petersburg. Theattd cost is $3,500. E-ma#érguedas@Iwv.org

or mcampbell@Ilwv.ordgor more information.
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Miller's Meadow, Maybe
By Stewart Kennedy,
Member of the Conservation Commission

On a warm evening earlier this summer, a crowdeoffiends gathered in a somewhat overgrown
meadow in Lexington to congratulate LVWL membercloiller on the recent decision by the
Board of Selectmen to have this beautiful parcelarfservation land renamed in her honor. Formerly
called the Augusta Land, the ten-acre parcel ligscant to the Minuteman Bikeway and Arlington’s
Great Meadow and backs onto residential propest@sy Maple Street. Its primary entry is from the
Bikeway via an old, stone-wall-lined farm road,tjeast of the Maple Street underpass. Joyce’s
friends who were there that evening, including pgraemt developers in town and virtual quorums of
the Board of Selectmen, the Planning Board, ancCtieservation Commission, toasted Joyce in
praise of her foresight and perseverance in gettiadand acquired and protected.

Beginning in the 1970’s the Town — and developehnsd-their eye on this gorgeous mix of meadow,
forested upland and wetlands. Nothing came of gitet® acquire it until, in the mid-1990’s the
owner of this and several other nearby parcels weotbankruptcy. Then Joyce, the Chair of the
Conservation Commission, convinced the Town to Bmice, Bill Dailey, then a Selectmen, and
Norman Cohen, then Town Counsel, went before tmel lGourt and found what the Town needed to
do to acquire the land. The team of Miller, Dialagd Cohen was joined by Marshall Derby, the late
great head of LexHab, to obtain this parcel anddjacent one on Spencer Street for a win-win for
both conservation and affordable housing. An afibid two-family house was built by LexHab on
Spencer St. And eight acres were added to two peeames already owned by the Town to create the
existing conservation parcel.

All that remains now is for Joyce to make up hendgrabout the name she’d like to give it: current
front-runners seem to be Miller's Meadow, Milledsy, and the Joyce Miller Conservation Land.
Then the Conservation Commission and the Conserv&iewards will go to work installing an entry
sign and clearing the overgrown meadow and tr&i®n we’ll all be able to fully enjoy this beauty
that Joyce recognized and got preserved for Leamgt

October Bulletin Deadline Friday, September 12 |
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The League of Women Voters is where community work leads to civic improvement.

New Member 2008-09

Name

Address

City, State Zip Code
Phone Number Alternate Phone

E-mail address
(for receiving the “Bulletin” and LWVL announcements and invitations)

*k*% *k*% *kk*k *k*% *kk*k *k*% *k*% *k*% ** *k*% *k*% *kk*k *k*k *kk*k *k*% *k*%

Membership dues:  One member $55.00
Over 65 35.00
Additional in Household 25.00 each
Under 21 or student
TOTAL
Please make checks payable to League of Women Voters of Lexington

and return to: Box 233
Lexington, MA 02420-0003

*k*% *k*% *kk*k *k*% *kk*k *k*% *k*% *k*% * *k*% *k*% *kk*k *k*% *kk*k *k*% *k*%

Become involved! Please indicate if you are intere  sted in one-time events:

Candidates Nights Rides to the Polls Voter Registration
Mock Town Meeting Calls for Phonothon First Friday’'s
“Conversations” events “Bulletin” articles

Join the Observer Corps! Please indicate if you ar e interesting in observing local meetings

for the League:
Tell us your interests:

Voter Services

Education Senior/aging issues League activities:
Environment Town infrastructure “Bulletin”
Health Voter/election issues ______Communication
Housing Youth issues “Conversations”
National Popular Vote First Fridays
Other Membership
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AUGUST 25
Candidates’ Night
Estabrook Hall, 7-9 PM.
SEPTEMBER 3

LWVL Fall Kickoff

13 Depot Square
Lexington Center

7:00 PM \—/




