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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  

LEXINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS  
"What a glorious morning for Americaò 

April  2009 BULLETIN  
           
Vol. 60, No. 7   A Publication by  
 and for the Members of the  
League of Women Voters of Lexington     

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
 
APRIL  
3  (Fri)  First Friday     Cary Library , Community Meeting Room ,  

  9:30 a.m.      
7  (Tues )  LWVL Board Meeting         NOTE CHANGE OF DATE. Location TBD  
9   (Thurs)  LWVL  Senior Issues Forum  Cary Library , Community Meeting Room ,  

 9:30 a.m.  
26 (Sun)  National Popular    Robbins Library, Arlington,                        
        Vote Compact    Community  Room, 2:00 -5:00 p.m.  

MAY  
1  (Fri)  First Friday     Cary Library , Community Meeting Room ,  
        9:30 a.m.      
5 ( Tues )  LWVL Board Meeting     NOTE CHANGE OF DATE. Location TBD  
23 (Sat)  Discovery Day /Earth Day   Municipal parking lot behind Michelsonôs 
30 (Sat)  rain date for above  
 
JUNE   
1 (Mon)  LWVL Board Meeting     Meeting Room, Cary Library , 7:30 p.m  
5 (Fri)  First Friday     Cary Library , Community Meeting Room ,  
        9:30 a.m.      
 
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND BOARD MEETINGS ON THE FIRST MONDAY  

OF THE MONTH OR ALTERNATE DATE AS LISTED IN THE CALENDAR  

 
 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEXINGTON                       President   Deborah Mauger  
Box 233                 Vice - Pres.   Melodee Wagen  
Lexington, MA   02420 - 0003              Vice - Pres.  Peg Bradley  
781 -861 -0123            Vice - Pres .  Marjorie Daggett  
www.lwvlexington.org                Bulletin  Editor   Judy Otto   
 
 
                                              PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER  
    
 
        

 May   Bulletin  Deadline                Friday, April 17     

http://www.lwvlexington.org/
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The League of Women Voters is a non -partisan, grassroots p o-
litical organization open to all citizens of voting age. Formed in 

1920 and dedicated to the principles of self -government esta b-
lished by the Constitution of the United States, the League 
works to promote political responsibility through informed and 
active participation of citizens in government.  

All members receive the Lexington League Bulletin , which is 
published nine times during the year, September through 

June, with a combi ned November -December issue. They also 
receive The Massachusetts Voter  from the LWV of Massach u-
setts.  

 

   

Help with Library Displa y  

 

Our water conservation action will get a boost throughout May with a display at Cary 
Library.  Elizabeth Dickinson, library  Program Director, will select all kinds of books 
and music with the word ñwaterò in the title, or ñrain,ò  ñriver,ò etc. to display. 

 
Do you have an indoor fountain about 24ò high that we might use to enliven our dis-
play?  We also need help with the desig n and set up of this display.  Please contact  

otto.judy@gmail.com  
 

 
 
Once a year in the Fall, we need help with renewing ads for the Bulletin.  Please  
contact Pat Costello at 781-862-6435 or patcostello@rcn.com to offer help with ads. 
 

otto.judy@gmail.com
patcostello@rcn.com
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  Presidentôs Letter 
    by Deb Mauger, LWVL President   

                                          debmauger@aol.com , (781) 861 -7697  

 

           April 2009  
Dear  Members:  
 
Congratulations to LWVL Board members Jessie Steigerwald and Mary Ann Stewart on their ele c-
tion to the School Committee.  Recognition is due as well to LWVL member Deb Brown for her 

election as Town Moderator.  Thanks and kudos to our many members who were  elected as Town 
Meeting Members or who continue in their terms.  
 
Our March First Friday at the Lexington Senior Center was informative  and well attended.  We 
owe special thanks to Charlott e Rodgers for hosting the event  and providing refreshments , and  
to panel presenters Marian Cohen and Paul Lapointe.  
 
We have several LWVL events to note on your calendar:  
 
First Friday Forum on Commercial Development, Friday, April 3, 9:30 a.m., Cary Memorial L i-
brary, Community Meeting Room ;  
National Popular Vote Compac t Study and Consensus, a multi -League event, Sunday, April 26, 
2:00 -5:00 p.m.,  Community Room, Robbins Library, Arlington ;  
First Friday Forum by the Tourism Board, Friday, Mary 1, 9:30 a.m., Cary Memorial Library, 

Community Meeting Room ;  
First Friday Foru m by the Tree Committee, Friday, June 1, 9:30 a.m., Cary Memorial Library, 
Community Meeting Room . 
 
Be sure to attend Discovery Day on Saturday, May 23 (rain date, Saturday, May 30) in the m u-
nicipal parking lot off Muzzey and Waltham Streets to get informa tion about water conservation 
in celebration of Earth Day . This is part of our local action on water conservation.  Volunteers 
are needed.  If you can help, please contact Judy Otto at:  otto.judy@gmail.com  
 
I am s ad to report the loss of important friends and colleagues:  Erik Mollo -Christensen passed 
away in February.  Our deepest sympathy to his wife, Hannah, and her family.  Both Erik and 
Hannah have been long - time LWVL members.  We lost Martin Gilman, husband o f member  
Mildred Gilman, in February.  Our condolences to Mildred and her family.  Former Lexington res i-
dent and member Susan  Beck, who had moved to Cambridge, passed away in early March.  Our 

deepest sympathy to her husband Jim and his family.   

 
 
 

Thanks for Rides to Polls 

 

Thanks to Liz Andrews, who coordinated ride s to the polls for the 
March  town election.  And thanks to the drivers: Joyce Miller,  
Barbara Munkres, and Ruth Souza.  
 
 
 

 

debmauger@aol.com
mailto:otto.judy@gmail.com
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WENDY MANZ 
ATTORNEY 

 

wendy_manz@manzlaw.com 
 

5 Militia Drive                Voice 781-863-1611 
Lexington, MA 02421    Fax:  781-863-1616 
 

Family Law   Contracts   Bankruptcy 
 

 

 

MATTHEW R. FOTI 
 

LANDSCAPE & TREE SERVICE 
 

INC.MASS. CERTIFIED ARBORIST 

 
781-861-0505 

 

  

mailto:wendy_manz@manzlaw.com
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League First Friday Focuses on  

                   Commercial Development   
 
Articles on commercial development at Hartwell Avenue included in this 
yearôs Town Meeting Warrant will be explained by Maryann McCall Taylor, 
Lexingtonôs Planning Director, and Wendy Manz, a member of the Plan-
ning Board, at the League of Women Voters of Lexingtonôs First Friday Forum on April 3 .  The 
articles include proposed changes in  allowed uses, building heights and setbacks, and the permi t-
ted ratio of building square footage to lot size.  They also propose the creation of a traffic ma n-
agement overlay district.  This would allow planning for both infrastructure and traffic mitigatio n 

measures that deal with additional traffic from anticipated commercial development.  Come to 
learn the details and provide feedback on proposed changes for Hartwell Avenue.   
 

This is the se venth in a series of 2008 -09 First Friday Forums hosted by the Le ague of Women 
Voters of Lexington to promote awareness and understanding of public policy issues.   Refres h-
ments wil l be available at 9:30 a.m.   Presentations will begin at 9:45 in the Community Meeting 
Room on the lower level of Cary Memorial Library, 187 4 Massachusetts Avenue.   The library is 

easily accessible by Lexpress and from the Minuteman Bikeway.  For more information or to ca r-
pool, contact the League at 781 -861 -0123.  All League forums are open to the public at no 
charge.  
 
 

 

Barbara Ciampa  Honored  

 
The Lexington Council for the Arts announces that its Co - Chair, Barbara Ciampa, has 

been honored by the Massachusetts Cultural Council's (MCC) Leadership Circle Award 
for excellence in individual contributions to community arts and culture.   She will  

re ceive her a ward at a ceremony at the Depot Building on April 2.  

 
 
 

 

Forum Discusses  Safe Driving for Seniors   
 
When should a senior stop driving?  A forum sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters of Lexington will look at medical, social, and legal implications 
for older drivers, their families, and caregivers Thursday morning, April 9 .  

 

Speakers will include Dr. E lizabeth Dugan, associate professor in Geriatric Medicine at the Un i-
versity of Massachusetts and author of The Driving Dilemma ; Alzheimer specialist Charlie Zoeller; 
Dr. Bryan Reimer, researcher at MITôs AgeLab; Charlotte Rodgers, Director of Lexingtonôs Human 
Services Department; and Christina DeMambro, Family Detective, Lexington Police Department.   
 

Refreshments will be available at 9:30 a.m. and presentations will begin at 9:45 in the Comm u-
nity Meeting Room on the lower level of Cary Memorial Library, 1 874 Massachusetts Avenue.   
The library is easily accessible by Lexpress and from the Minuteman Bikeway.  For more inform a-
tion about this Senior Issues Forum, contact Barbara Ciampa at 781 -861 -8433.  To carpool call 
the League at 781 -861 -0123. All League fo rums are open to the public at no charge.   
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Water Co nservation Innovations     by Judy O tto   

                   otto.judy@gmail.com  

As you may have read in our last issue, Lexingtonôs new DPW building will be 

using a gravity - fed greywater system to fill the sweeper trucks and wash v e-
hicles.  Rainwater  roof runoff would ordinarily either seep into the aquifer or 
flow down a storm drain and eventually into the ocean.  There are other kinds 
of greywater and other uses, although most of them are uncommon in Mass a-
chusetts.   

If  youôve Googled ñgreywater,ò you may have found more information that you know what to do 

with.  My recent search yielded 81,200  entries for " greywater systems ."   Among the first 100, 
most entries provided information on use of greywater to irrigate gardens, some talked about  com-
posting toilets, and a few elaborated on greywater to flush toilets.   

Whether from runoff or household, greywater is an important sustainable resource for several re a-
sons.  In an average household, each person will use 80 -100 gallons of water per day.   The highest 
use, 26% percent, is used to flush the toilet.  Other uses include:  

20% showers and baths  
15% kitchen and bathroom faucets  
3% cleaning and washing dishes  
23% laundry room  
13% leaks  
http://extension.ucdavis.edu/unit/green_building_and_sustainability/pdf/resources/greywater.pdf  

Continued on next pag e 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.answers.com/systems&r=67&ei=oKOsSfi-J4qhtwfgxaGGBg&sa=X&oi=dict&ct=D&cd=1&ei=oKOsSfi-J4qhtwfgxaGGBg&sig2=p1f5608YoN3mSe3poKo8Xw&usg=AFQjCNH8HnHJUXp9p1ClQHBRatipVouerQ
http://extension.ucdavis.edu/unit/green_building_and_sustainability/pdf/resources/greywater.pdf
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Continued from  previous page   
 

Hereôs a primer on greywater :  

Greywater is typically defined as domestic wastewater th at does not contain human waste,  such as 
tub, shower, or washing machine water. Water from toilet flushing is called blackwater and unless 
you live in Thailand, where ñnight soilò is used a fertilizer, blackwater must go to a treatment plant. 
Greywater has contaminants, too, the worst of  which are certain commercial products such as 
cleaning products, shampoos, and cosmetics .  

Irrigation of non - food plants is the most common 
use of greywater, but this is rarely employed in 
Massachusetts, and is subject to state regulations: 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/wastewater/comp
toi.pdf . 

The diagram on the right, from 
htt p://files.bnpmedia.com/EDC/Protected/Files/PDF
/2006_01 -GBTB-greywater.pdf  illustrates the use of 

greywater for irrigation . 

Used water from kitchen sinks and dishwashers is 
excluded because too much soap, oils, fats, partic u-
lates, and food pieces clog pipes . 
 
An even better , and year - round use of greywater , is 

flushing toilets.   Flushing with greywater is where 
most of the savings can be realized, not just in 
terms of monetary cost, but also in saving gallons 
of pristine water that is flushed down the  toilet  in 
order to carry away much smaller amount s of human waste.   

In states where water is scarcer than in Massachusetts , use of such systems is  becoming more 
common.  Some European countries have been flushing with  greywater for 20 or more years. Learn 
about long term use of greywater to flush toilets in a Berlin building where 70 people live :  
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VR2 -41KPCJV-
2&_user=10&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_
urlVersion=0&_userid= 10&md5=c073dc20e293cda8428852f8b082c04b  

At the risk of seeming to recommend a particular product, http://www.waterlegacy.com/  
shows a system that collects used bathing greywater, filters & disinfects th is water, and manages 
the automatic supply to the toilets. In Massachusetts, youôd need a special permit to pilot such a 
system.  But  in Tucson,  such plumbing for greywater systems  will be required in all new homes 
built after mid -2010. http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1 -190795608.html  

A German providerôs website has photographs that show installation of an in-home greywater sy s-

tem. http://www.pontos -aquacycle.com/pontos/en/concept/steps.in.development.html   
 

All this information, although interesting, may not be immediately useful unless we advocate for 
greywater use, apply for permits, and install systems in our homes and buildings. LEED commercial 
guidelines already advocate  for greywater systems. Hopefully,  the new LEED residential guidelines 
will, too.  But it will take a few forward - thinking  Lexingtonians to make greywater use more than a 
nice theory.  

 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/wastewater/comptoi.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/wastewater/comptoi.pdf
http://files.bnpmedia.com/EDC/Protected/Files/PDF/2006_01-GBTB-greywater.pdf
http://files.bnpmedia.com/EDC/Protected/Files/PDF/2006_01-GBTB-greywater.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VR2-41KPCJV-2&_user=10&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=c073dc20e293cda8428852f8b082c04b
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VR2-41KPCJV-2&_user=10&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=c073dc20e293cda8428852f8b082c04b
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VR2-41KPCJV-2&_user=10&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=c073dc20e293cda8428852f8b082c04b
http://www.waterlegacy.com/
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-190795608.html
http://www.pontos-aquacycle.com/pontos/en/concept/steps.in.development.html
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Please support our sponsors 
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Welcome,  New Member    by Martha Crosier  Wood  

 
Ed Grant has long been active in Lexington town  government and 
decided to join the League because it helps him keep informed via 

the Bulletin  and programming such as First Fridays.  He has been 
a long -time donor to the finance drive.  
 
Ed is a Precinct 6 Town Meeting  Member and a member of the Board of Assessors.  He served on 
the Planning Board from 1990 -1995 and has been a member of th e Council on Aging and the E co-
nomic Development Task Force of the 20/20 C ommission.   
 

Professionally, Ed is a local attorney .  He specializes in real estate and land use , representing 
clients before town boards.  He also does small business law and estates and wills.  Prior to beco m-
ing an independent practitioner, he worked in  the legal department for the City of Boston . 
 
Ed is involved in the Chamber of Commerce and is past president and active member of Rotary 
Club.  He also writes a column for The Lexington Minuteman , focusing on land use and zoning i s-
sues .  

 
Ed and his wife  Linda have two grown daughters who went through the Lexington school system :  
Julie, who lives in Brighton , and Caitlan who is living at home while she completes her masters in 
visual arts and design.  Julie, who has a degree in fine arts and illustration , is working part - time  for 
a law firm while deciding what she really wants to do.  
 
Ed grew up in Rochester, N .Y. and both he and Linda are graduates of the University of Rochester.  

His law degree is from Suffolk University Law School.  In his spare time h e enjoys crossword pu z-
zles, golfing at the Le xington Golf Club and reading, especially about Abraham Lincoln.  
 

 

Volunteer for Earth Day /Discovery Day  

 
As a  major initiative within our Water Conservation project, LVWL will join 
Discovery Day participants on May 23, rain date May 30, in the municipal 
parking lot behind Michelsonôs Shoes in Lexington Center. We hope to have a  
booth to provide information and displays on water conservation measures.  
 
We are also encouraging th e following local organizations  to participate in  

what we are calling  Earth Day, Everyday.  Now more than ever , and to provide displays, activ i-
ties, and information on green solu tions.  
 
Bicycle Advisory Committee             Friends of Lexington Bikeways  
Citizens for Lexington Conservation            Global Warming Action Coalition  
Conservation Stewards    Lexington Schools Green Teams  
Department of Public Facilities   Planning Board     
Department of Public Works    Transportation Advisory Committee  
Energy Conservation  Committee   Watershed Stewardship Committee   

     
Please help our effort  be successful by volunteering at our booth, or volunteering someone else 
(with their approval, of course).  One need not be an LWVL member.  In addition to staffing the 
booth, we need storytellers, folksingers, and choir members who will perform in small groups, pr e-
senting repertoires appropriate to Earth Day.  Please contact otto.judy@gmail.com  
 

mailto:otto.judy@gmail.com
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Shop  
at 
Home!  
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
Home! 

 


