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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  

LEXINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS  
"What a glorious morning for Americaò 

May  2009 BULLETIN  
           

Vol. 60, No. 8   A Publication by  

 and for the Members of the  

League of Women Voters of Lexington     

 
 

      CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

MAY  

1  (Fri)  First Friday  on Tourism   Cary Library , Community Meeting Room ,  

        9:30 a.m.      

5 (Tues)  LWVL Board Meeting     9 Burroughs  Rd., 7:30 p.m.  

21 (Thurs)   Annual Meeting    143 Cedar  St.   7 p.m. -  9 p.m.  

 

JUNE   

1 (Mon)  LWVL Board Meeting     Location TBD ,  7:30 p.m.  

5 (Fri)  First Friday  on Town Trees  Cary Library , Community Meeting Room ,  

        9:30 a.m.     

9 (Tues)  DPW Presentation    Cary Library , Community Meeting Room ,  

        7:00 -  9:00 p.m.     

  

 

ALL MEMBERS  ARE INVITED TO ATTEND BOARD MEETINGS ON THE FIRST MONDAY  

OF THE MONTH OR ALTERNATE DATE AS LISTED IN THE CALENDAR  

 

 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEXINGTON                       President   Deborah Mauger  

Box 233                 Vice - Pres.   Melodee Wagen  

Lexington, MA   02420 - 0003              Vice - Pres.  Peg Bradley  

781 - 861 - 0123            Vice - Pres .  Marjorie Daggett  

www.lwvlexington.org                Bulletin Editor   Judy Otto   

 

 

                                              PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER  

    

 

         

      June   Bulletin  Deadline                                Friday, May 15      

 

 

 

http://www.lwvlexington.org/
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The League of Women  Voters is a non -partisan, grassroots polit i-

cal organization open to all citizens of voting age.  Formed in 

1920 and dedicated to the principles of self -government esta b-

lished by the Constitution of the United States, the League works 

to promote political responsibility through informed and active 

participation of citizens in government.  

All members receive the Lexington League Bulletin , which is pu b-

lished nine times during the year, September through June, with 

a combined November -December issue.  They also receive The 

Massachusetts Voter  from the LWV of Massachusetts.  

 

 

 

 

                  Earth Day  (at Discovery Day) cancelled  

Objecting to the fee and milieu, several of the non -profit organizations who had initially indicated 

they would participate in Earth Day efforts held at Discovery Day on May 23, have dropped out.   
Also, only one League member volunteered for the booth weôd hoped to have there.  

We are still encouraging the municipal committees who regularly participate in Discovery Day to 
focus on their green practices, those in current use and those planned for the future . 
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  Presidentôs Letter 
    Deb Mauger, LWVL President   

                                          debmauger@aol.com , (781) 861 -7697  

 

Dear Members :          May  200 9 
             
I am filling in this month for Deb Mauger who fell on April 3 and broke the tibia bone of her leg in 

a spiral fracture.  She is under doctorôs orders to keep her leg straight and up for several more 

weeks.  She is confined to a hospital bed, which is not on the same floor as her computer.  That 

ma y be remedied soon, but she is in phone contact.  Most importantly, she is in good spirits and 

thinking about the League and its projects for next year.  Many thanks to all who have pitched in 

and helped out since Debôs accident. 

 

Our First Friday on May 1  will take up Tourism in Lexington and focus on the Battle Green.  The 

townôs Tourism committee ha s done a splendid job in signage  around town and is  anxious to talk 

about the ways that having a welcoming town can benefit us all as well as the townôs finances.  

 

The First Friday in June will be devoted to the Tree Inventory and the work of the Tree Commi t-

tee in determining the health of all the trees in Lexington.  The speaker will be Anne Sennig of 

the Tree Committee.  

 

This May all members have two major League events to attend: our Annual Meeting on Thur s-

day, May 21 and the LWVMA State Convention on May 29 and 30.  The theme for Lexingtonôs 

Annual Meeting is education and the work and approach of the organization, Stand for Children.  

The LWVMA State Conv ention is focusing on Healthcare for its speakers and workshops.  In add i-

tion, a very serious topic that will be addressed at Convention is the state of the LWVMAôs fin-

ances.  Non -profit organizations have been hit very hard by this recession and the state  League 

is not exempt ï and neither is our Lexington League.  One of the workshops at convention is on 

the LWVMAôs current fiscal situation.  Attendees ï and all of us ï should think long and carefully 

about the questions to be posed in that workshop:  

 Is t he League of Women Voters a relevant organization among civic organizations in todayôs 

non -profit world?  

 Is the League relevant on Beacon Hill and in this community?  
 

The casino gambling topic looks as if it will come up again in some form now that the Sen ate 

President has voiced an interest in exploring that topic further.  The finances of the state were 

healthier when the last legislative vote turned it down again.  Now the argument for capturing 

gambling revenues in state  and creating jobs may be a lot h arder to counter --   also the new 

Speaker of the House is not opposed to casino gambling.  

 

        Marge Daggett  

 

 

 

         

CRICKETôS FLORIST BENEFITS LEAGUE 

Through their Neighbor - to -Neighbor program , Cricketôs Florist at 229 Massachusetts Avenue will 

donate $5.00 to the League whenever they receive an order where the customer mentions the 

program  and the League. Cricketôs has been a long-time supporter of the League through their 

ads in the bulletin and this goes even further in their effort to give back to the community . 

 
 

debmauger@aol.com
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League First Friday to Focus on  

                           Battle Green and Tourism  

 
A master plan being developed for the Battle Green by the Lexington Tourism 

Committee will be the focus of the League of Women Voters of Lexingtonôs First 

Friday Forum on May 1.   

 

Some of the questions being raised are:  What d o we want the Battle Green to be?  Should it o n-

ly be a historic representation of the Battle era?  Should the Belfry be moved back to the Battle 

Green?  Should there be flowers in the watering trough?  Should we accommodate different  

layers of history?  What constitutes the Battle Green area?  What uses should be allowed?  

Should traffic be diverted from the area?  How do we handle Tour Buses?  How do we address 

historic landscape design coherence?  What is the right stewardship structure to ensure the pla n 

is funded and followed?  

 

Dawn McKenna, Chair of the Committee, and members of the Battle Green working group will 

facilitate citizen input into the long - term vision for the Battle Green area.  

 

In addition, the Tourism Committee will briefly outline othe r economic development initiatives:  

-    John Patrick will speak about the rededication in Antony, France, of the Place du Lexington 

scheduled for September 19, 2009, and hosting the Sister City Exchange delegation from Antony 

in Lexington for Patriotôs Day weekend, April 2010.  

-    Masha Traber will provide an update on the economic impact of the Liberty Ride as it begins 

its eighth year of operations.  

 

This is the eighth in a series of 2008 -2009 First Friday Forums hosted by the League of Women 

Voters of Lexington to promote awareness and understanding of public policy issues.   Refres h-

ments will be available at 9:30 a.m. and presentations will begin at 9:45 in  the Community  

Meeting Room on the lower level of Cary Memorial Library, 1874 Massachusetts Avenu e.   The 

library is easily accessible by Lexpress and from the Minuteman Bikeway.  For more information 

or to carpool, contact the League at 781 -861 -0123.  All League forums are open to the public at 

no charge.  

 

 

 

June First Friday on Town Trees  

 

The Lexington Tree Inventory: Tree Health Data Summary  will be presented at 

the League of Women Voters of Lexingtonôs First Friday Forum on June 5 by 

Anne Sennig, member of the Tree Committee . 

 

This is the ninth in a series of 2008 -2009 First Friday Forums hos ted by the 

League of Women Voters of Lexington to promote awareness and understanding 

of public policy issues.   Refreshments will be available at 9:30 a.m. and presentations will begin 

at 9:45 in  the Community Meeting Room on the lower level of Cary Memorial Library, 1874  

Massachusetts Avenue.   The library is easily accessible by Lexpress and from the Minuteman  

Bikeway.  For more information or to carpool, contact the League at 781 -861 -0123.  All  League 

forums are open to the public at no charge.  
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WENDY MANZ 
ATTORNEY 

 

wendy_manz@manzlaw.com 
 

5 Militia Drive                Voice 781-863-1611 
Lexington, MA 02421    Fax:  781-863-1616 
 

Family Law   Contracts   Bankruptcy 
 

 

 

MATTHEW R. FOTI 
 

LANDSCAPE & TREE SERVICE 
 

INC.MASS. CERTIFIED ARBORIST 

 
781-861-0505 

 

  

mailto:wendy_manz@manzlaw.com
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 Water Conservation Outdoors     
     by Judy Otto   

                                 otto.judy@gmail.com  

 
 

Landscape wisely   
 
Learn to love your moss .  In Japan, moss is cultivated for 

its natural beauty, its ability to flourish in shade and in 

acidic soil , and its cushiony feel underfoot.  In the U.S., we actually have chemi cals to kill m oss so 

that we can try, endlessly, to grow grass in shade.    
 

Xeriscape your yard.  That  word is a combination of ñlandscapeò and the Greek word ñxeros" (dry) 

and  is a system for saving water in landscaped areas.  There are seven basic principles in this m e-

thod: water conservation, soil improvement, limited turf, appropriate plants , mulch, irrigation using 

soaker hoses and drip irrigation, and maintenance.  For a comprehensive explanation and a list of 

plants requiring little water, see http://www.eartheasy.com/grow_xeriscape.htm   
 

Use Natural landscaping .  U sing native plants is another way to conserve water in your yard.   

Because native plants have evolved and adapted to local conditions over thousands of years, they 

are vigorous and hardy.  Once established, they require no irrigation or fertilization and are resis-

tant  to most pests and diseases.  To learn about and find native plants for your yard , see 
http://www.newfs.org/grow/bring -native -plan ts - into -your - landscape.html/?searchterm=native%20plants  
 

Even easier if you can release yourself from the need for a manicured yard, is wildscape garde n-

ing  -  developing a landscape that attracts wildlife such as birds, fox, and deer.   Wildscaping often 

req uires less water than the equivalent amount of turf because the plants are native species.  

 

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) encourages wildscaping for these reasons:  

1.  It's fun!  Watching wildlife in action can be fun and relaxing for everyone.  Your habitat may 

attract beautiful songbirds, butterflies, frogs, and other interesting wildlife for viewing from 

your very own window.  

2.  Curb appeal!  Replacing grass lawns with native wildflowers, shrubs, and trees will increase 

the beauty of your property an d provide a nurturing refuge for wildlife.  

3.  Bring wildlife home!  Restoring habitats where commercial and residential development 

have degraded natural ecosystems can be your way of giving back to wildlife.  

4.  Eco- friendly!   Gardening practices that help wildlife, like reducing the use of chemicals, co n-

serving energy and water, and composting also help to improve air, water and soil quality.  

5.  Community!  Gardening for wildlife can help you share your love of wildlife with your neig h-

bors and help them get involved in creating a home for wildlife.  

 

In fact, you can apply to have your yard certified as a NWF Certified Wildlife Habitat, and display a 

durable plaque in your yard or on a tree for all to see.  http://www.nwf.org/backyard/index. cfm  
 
 

Harvest rainwater  
 

Now, about water for those gardens, when they need it:  Residential irrigation can 

account for 40% of domestic water consum ption in a given municipality.  Irrigation 

water can be free if you use rain barrels to capt ure rainwater from your roof.  Prec i-

pitation in New England is typically 3 -4 inches per month, and one inch of rain on a 

1000 sq . ft . roof yields 623 gal lons of water.  This will be an even more impressive  

 

Conti nued on next page  

otto.judy@gmail.com
http://www.eartheasy.com/grow_xeriscape.htm
http://www.newfs.org/grow/bring-native-plants-into-your-landscape.html/?searchterm=native%20plants
http://www.nwf.org/backyard/index.cfm
http://www.cleanairgardening.com/flat-back-rain-barrel.html
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Continued from previous page  

 

figure if you calculate the savings on your water bill.   Rainwater contains no fluorides or chlorine 

and this soft, warm, oxygen - filled rainwater is perfect for watering the garden.  
 

To find rain barrels, Go ogle that term and youôll find a myriad of choices, ranging from recycled 

pickle barrels to those that look like terra cotta, to old oak barrels.  There are alternatives called 

rain boxes http://www.aquabarrel.com/product_rain_box_75_gal.php .  You can even make your 

own rain barrels with these instructions:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGFDlkJOdaM   

 

The Lexington DPW provides town r esidents with 55 gallon recycled barrels at a discount.  Call Lex-

ington DPW Operations at 781 -  861 -2757 .  The vendor of those rain barrels shows how to install 

the barrels at http://www.skyjuice.u s/html/installation.html   

 

 

Water your plants, not the air  

Soaker hoses, which lie flat on the ground and slightly buried under the 

soil or mulch, allow water to seep directly into the soil and deliver water 

at the root zone of your plants.  Soaker hoses work by slowly releasing 

small amounts of water over a longe r period .  By releasing water slowly, 

more water can soak deeper into the soil and less is wasted through the 

evaporation, overspray, and  runoff than when using sprinklers.  You can 

also avoid having to move sprinklers or hand watering, save money by 

using  less water, and avoid plant diseases caused by water on the leaves.  

Soaker hoses are great to use for the first season of newly planted trees 

or shrubs.  After that, these plants, especially if native, are usually satisfied with rainfall.   

 

You can also  connect a soaker hose to a rain barrel but you must raise the rain barrel on a platform 

such as cement blocks so that gravity helps the rainwater get to your garden.  

For instructions on buying, laying and maintaining soaker hoses 

http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/pdf/Utilities/Soaker%20Hoses.pdf    

 

Think big   

If you have several and/or large gardens, or are ready to try greywater use as described in last 

monthôs Bulletin , 500 -gallon barrels are available from the same company that supplies Lexingtonôs 

DPW with water barrels for residentsô purchase.  

http://www.skyjuice.us/html/large_tanks.html   

Companies such as http://ncrainwaterharvesting.com/underground.aspx  

supply ready -made ci sterns that can be buried in the ground.  Before our 

era of abundance, when homes were built ci sterns were also constructed 

in the ground to store water for household needs.  Pumps can be i nstalled 
in the newer ones to deliver  the water where you need it.  

For other methods of conserving water outdoors in the summer, see 

http://watersavingtips.org/saving.html  
 

http://www.aquabarrel.com/product_rain_box_75_gal.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGFDlkJOdaM
http://www.skyjuice.us/html/installation.html
http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/pdf/Utilities/Soaker%20Hoses.pdf
http://www.skyjuice.us/html/large_tanks.html
http://ncrainwaterharvesting.com/underground.aspx
http://watersavingtips.org/saving.html
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Water Conservation Library Display  
 

Our water conservation action will get a boost throughout May with a 

display at Cary Library.  Jess ie Steigerwald has designed an engaging 

interactive display that will a ppeal to adults and children alike.  

 

Elizabeth Dickinson, reference librarian, has selected all kinds of books and music with the word 

ñwaterò in the title, or ñrain,ò  ñriver,ò etc. to display. 

 

Look for Water Savings handouts and posters of all the Bulle tin  articles on  water  

conserva tion . 

 

 

Medical Waste Disposal  June 3  
 

The Lexington Health Division will hold a Medical Waste Disposal opportunity  

Wednesday, June 3, 2009 from 5 - 7:30 p.m.  in the parking lot behind Town Hall. This is 

for expired medicine and sharps, needles,  and syringes stored in capped  

sturdy containers.  

 

Medicines should never be disposed of in the trash nor flushed down the toilet, as they 

are pollutants that can reappear in drinking water.  

 

This disposal is for Lexington residents only and identification such as driverôs license 

will be required.  For more information, call 781 - 862 - 0500 x237.  
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Please support our sponsors 
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Learn about the new green DPW facility  
 

 
 

 

Tuesday, June 9, 2009          7:00 ï 9 p.m.  
Cary Memorial Library Large Meeting Room 

 
Bill Hadley, Lexington DPW Director 

 and Michael Lawrence of HKT Architects, Inc. 
 

will show why the new DPW facility is the first DPW building in Massachusetts to earn 
 a LEED silver status. 

 
LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) is a benchmarking tool used to 
create environmentally responsible projects that promote healthy places to live and 

work.  LEED has six sections: sustainable site planning, safeguarding water and water 
efficiency, energy efficiency and renewable energy, conservation of materials and  

resources, indoor environmental quality, and innovation and design process.  LEED  
criteria reduce the impact on natural resources, minimize strain on local infrastructure, 

promote long-term economic savings, and enhance occupant comfort and health.   
 

The building design also meets the requirements of Lexingtonôs 2008 
storm water management bylaw.   

 
STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 

 
Co-sponsored by The League of Women Voters of Lexington, Citizens for Lexington 
Conservation, Friends of Lexington Bikeways, and Global Warming Action Coalition 

 
 
 

See what the DPW does for us: 
http://www.lexingtonma.gov/April_Slideshow_Update.pdf 

http://www.lexingtonma.gov/April_Slideshow_Update.pdf
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Observer Corps    

 

The LWVL would like more observers to share coverage of the Board of Selectmen (meet-
ing Monday evenings), the School Committee (meeting Tuesday evenings) and the Planning Board 
(meeting Wednesday evenings), and cover the Conservation Commission (meeting Tuesday evenings).  If 
you happen to be attending a meeting of one of these boards, please contact Marge Daggett at 781-862-
1651 or mmdaggett@verizon.net   to be an observer for a day 
 

 

         Sele ctmen     

http://www.lexingtonma.gov/Selectmen/Selecmen%20Office%20Hours.pdf  
 
 

There has been no League observer at Selectmen  meetings in recent weeks .  
 
Approved minutes of Selectmen  meeting s can be read at 

http://www.lexingtonma.gov/selectmenminutes.cfm  

 
 

                 

         School Committee           by Anne Frymer, Observer  

             http://ci.lexington.ma.us/schools.htm  
 http://lps.lexingtonma.org/admin/school_committee.html  

 

 

Present: Supt. Dr. Ash ; Members  Margaret Coppe , Rod  Cole, Tom Diaz, Jessie Steigerwald, Mary 

Ann Stewart.     Location: Selectmenôs Meeting Room, 7:30 p.m.  
 

Election of Officers :  Dr. Ash presided over the election of the SC Chair, to replace former chair 

Helen Cohen.  Margaret Coppe wa s elected by a 5 -0 vote.  Rod Cole was elected as vice -chair,     

also 5 -0.  Mrs. Coppe welcomed newly elected members Jessie Steigerwald and Mary Ann Stewart.  
 

Superintendentôs Report:  Dr. Ash listed the retirement this June of three principals: Joanne 

Hennessy, Diamond Middle School; Martha Batten, Estabrook Elementary; and Nancy Peterson, 

Fiske Elementary.  Applications for these vacancies are currently being processed.  The choice for 

the elementary positions will be announced in early April and for Di amond in early May.  

The last day of school (half -days) will be June 22 for grades K -8 and June 25 for the high school.   

Pre K - 12 Facilities Master Plan : Mr. David Finney, chief architect for Design Partnerships, pr e-

sented his findings and recommendations f or a master plan for the update or replacement of 

schools .  In short, he found that both the Bowman and Bridge elementary schools were built to last 

until mid -century, with proper maintenance.  Est abrook and Hastings elementary s chools are far 

outdated and  would be the first to be replaced, when the time comes.  Fiske and Harrington are 

new schools, needing no recommendations.  

 

Continued on next page  


